
 

 Rifleman FAIERS, WILLIAM 

Rifle Brigade (The Prince Consort's Own), 2nd Battalion. 

25th Brigade, 8th Division. 

Age: 25 

Died of Wounds.    Date of Death: 01/05/1915 

Service No: 5612 

  

The 2nd Battalion in August 1914 was in Kuldana. Returned to England, 

arriving Liverpool on 22 October 1914. October 1914 & then attached to 

the 25th Brigade, 8th Division.  The 8th Division was formed during 

October 1914, by the bringing together of regular army units from various points around the British Empire. The 

Division moved to the Western Front in November 1914, a badly-needed reinforcement to the BEF which had 

been all but wiped out at Ypres.  William crossed to France on the 27 th November. The battalion took over the 

sector south of Armentières and stayed here until the Battle of Neuve Chapelle, 10th-13th March 1915, when the 

division took a leading role in this operation with more than 4,800 casualties. Two Victoria Crosses were 

awarded to the 2nd Battalion of the Rifle Brigade on the 12th March. The 2nd Battalion remained on the 

Western Front throughout the war.  It is probable that William was involved in the Battle of Neuve Chapelle - 

10th - 13th March 1915 where he was originally wounded. 

The attack was undertaken by Sir Douglas Haig's First Army, with Rawlinson's IV Corps on the left and 

Willcock's Indian Corps on the right, squeezing out a German salient that included the village itself. The battle 

opened with a 35-minute bombardment of the front line, then 30 minutes on the village and reserve positions. 

Three infantry Brigades would advance quickly as soon as the barrage lifted from the front line, at 8.05am. 

There were delays in sending further orders and reinforcements forward, but by nightfall the village had been 

captured, and the advanced units were in places as far forward as the Layes brook. During the night the Germans 

reinforced their second line in front of the Bois de Biez, and all further attempts over the next few days brought 

little material success. 

The British losses in the four attacking Divisions were 544 officers and 11,108 other ranks killed, wounded and 

missing. German losses are estimated at a similar figure of 12,000, which included 1,687 prisoners. 

 



 

1914-1915 Star; 1914-1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 victory medal 

 

 

He was born in Wivenhoe, the son of Elizabeth Faiers, of Head St., Rowhedge, Colchester. He enlisted in 

Colchester. He died of wounds at the 11th General Hospital at Boulogne. Up 

to the outbreak of war he had resided with his mother at New Cut, 

Rowhedge. He had formerly served with the Essex Territorials and on the 

outbreak of war he joined the Rifle brigade. He was a good shot and was 

soon sent to the firing line. He sustained a wound over his left eye from 

which he soon recovered. After spending a short time at the base he was sent 

once more to the firing line. A gunshot wound in the neck caused paralysis 

and he died on the 2nd May. 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 



Grave/Memorial Reference: VIII. B. 21. 

Cemetery: BOULOGNE EASTERN CEMETERY 

Boulogne, was one of the three base ports most extensively used by the Commonwealth armies on the Western 

Front throughout the First World War. It was closed and cleared on the 27 August when the Allies were forces 

to fall back ahead of the German advance, but was opened again in October and from that month to the end of 

the war, Boulogne and Wimereux formed one of the chief hospital areas. Until June 1918, the dead from the 

hospitals at Boulogne itself were buried in the Cimetiere de L'Est, one of the town cemeteries, the 

Commonwealth graves forming a long, narrow strip along the right hand edge of the cemetery. In the spring of 

1918, it was found that space was running short in the Eastern Cemetery in spite of repeated extensions to the 

south, and the site of the new cemetery at Terlincthun was chosen. During the Second World War, hospitals 

were again posted to Boulogne for a short time in May 1940. The town was taken by the Germans at the end of 

that month and remained in their hands until recaptured by the Canadians on 22 September 1944. Boulogne 

Eastern Cemetery contains 5,577 Commonwealth burials of the First World War and 224 from the Second 

World War. The Commonwealth plots were designed by Charles Holden. 

No. of Identified Casualties: 5743 

OTHER MEMORIALS 

Saint Lawrence Memorial Plaque  

The CWGC has the name spelt  Faires. However,  the 1901 Census 

shows him as Willie Faiers 12 years old in 1901 born Wivenhoe and 

living in East Donyland. The memorial above has yet another spelling. 

  

  

  

 

THE UNITED BENEFICE OF ABBERTON, EAST DONYLAND, FINGRINGHOE, LANGENHOE 

   

 


